
 Latest Metro/State reports

 
 

  

 
Homepage 
Search 
CyberSurveys 
Horoscope 
Lottery 
Michigan's Best 
Weather 
Staff 
 

 
News Talk 
Autos Talk 
Big 10 Talk 
High Schools 
Lions Talk 
Pistons Talk 
Wings Talk 
Tech Talk 
Tiger Talk 
Weight-loss 
 

 
Autos 

Insider 
Auto Show 
Consumer 
Joyrides 

Business 
Careers 
Money & Life 

Census 
Columnists 
Commuting 
Detroit History 
Editorials 
Metro / State 

Livingston 
Macomb 
Oakland 
Wayne 
On Detroit 

Nation / World 
Obituaries 

Death Notices 
Politics / Govt. 
Real Estate 
Religion 
Schools 
Special Reports 
Technology 
 

 
Sports Insider 

Lions/NFL 

Go

Previous Story     Next Story     

Saturday, May 31, 2003 

Resort owner charged with violating federal 
beach grooming laws 
By Associated Press 

ONEKAMA -- Federal authorities have 
charged a northern Michigan waterfront 
resort owner with violating a series of 
environmental laws.  

Michael DeVoe, owner of Portage Point Inn in Manistee County, is 
accused of 10 violations of the Clean Water and Rivers and Harbors acts, 
as well as 10 counts of noncompliance to permit conditions for work he 
authorized on Portage Lake.  

"There were a number of incidents where the Inn placed structures, 
moved sand and conducted other activities without a permit," said 
Thomas Gezon, assistant U.S. attorney in Grand Rapids. "It definitely 
affects the ecosystem."  

DeVoe told the Traverse City Record-Eagle his actions had no 
ecological impact on the lake.  

"It's a series of technicalities," he said, "but we hope to work it out with 
them."  

A bill passed by the Michigan Senate on Thursday would ease state 
restrictions on beach grooming on Great Lakes shorelines, but federal 
laws would remain intact.  

Court records list a number of alleged violations discovered by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers between the fall of 1999 and July 2001. 
The corps charges DeVoe with constructing a number of unauthorized 
piers, jet ski hoists and boat hoists.  

At least two boat hoists were built after the corps sent a cease and 
desist letter and posted a stop work order, according to court records.  

Other charges include the dumping of more than 250 cubic yards of 
beach sand into the lake on three occasions. An area of boulders used to 
prevent beach erosion, called riprap, was covered with additional sand.  

"Every case is different but the number of violations in this case is 
unusually large," Gezon said.  

DeVoe defended the work as normal operations at the 100-year-old 
resort hotel. He said he used sand to cover the riprap to protect customers 
from a 5-foot drop that developed as lake levels fell.  

"Why did it take them 95 years to show up on our beach and decide 
that we need to have permits?" he said. "But we're trying to work it out 
with the Corps of Engineers. We're not really interested in a fight."  

The maximum penalty could be up to $25,000 per day for each 
violation, though Gezon said the maximum penalty is for extreme cases 
where pollution is involved or public health is endangered.  

Comment on this story 
Send this story to a friend 
Get Home Delivery  

 Metro/State  

l Metro/State index for 
Saturday, May 31, 2003

l Granholm wants 'cool 
cities' to attract young 
adults  

l Detroit businessman 
pleads guilty in fraud case

l Judge denies parents' 
requests to intervene in 
daughter's trial  

l State police, National 
Guard team up for security 
response  

l Jury deliberates for fifth 
day in Detroit terrorism trial

l Resort owner charged 
with violating federal beach 
grooming laws  

l Toronto sewage heads 
here  

l HUD probes $300K spent 
by Detroit  

l Accident report's 
handling faulted  

l Clinton Township may 
host fireworks  

l $3 million settlement in 
lawsuit eases DMC cash 
crunch  

l There's more to the 
Mackinac conference this 
year than hot air  

l Ginopolis is a happy 
camper  

l Michigan Marine pleads 
guilty in Lejeune hazing, 
sexual assault  

l Arrested ex-priest 
worked in Detroit  

l Removal vote to target 2 
on police board staff

l Boxing champ pays child 
support debt  

Marketplace Detroit
Browse the Classifieds
New & Used Cars
Employment 
Homes or Apartments
Shop Online 

Home Delivery Center
Start home delivery
Renew subscription
Customer service

Resort owner charged with violating federal beach grooming laws - 05/31/03http://www.detnews.com/2003/metro/0305/31/metro...

Resort owner charged with violating federal beach grooming laws - 05/31/03http://www.detnews.com/2003/metro/0305/31/metro...



  

Red Wings/NHL 
Pistons/NBA 
Shock/WNBA 
Tigers/Baseball 
MSU 
U-M 

More Colleges 
Golf Guide 
High Schools 
Motor Sports 
Outdoors 
More Sports 
Scoreboards 
 

 
Entertainment 

Casino Guide 
Movie Finder 
Restaurants 
TV Listings 

Crossword 
 

 
Home 

Destinations 
Hunt & Fish 
On the Water 
Recreation 

 

 
Homestyle home 

Decorating 
Eats & Drinks 
Recipe Box 
Gardening 
Health 
Home 

Improvement 
Home Life 
Home Tech 
Wine Report 

 

 
Sports 
Red Wings 
Lions 
Autos 
Joyrides 
News 
History 

Previous Story     Next Story     l Rifle River running wild 
once again  

l Students, engineers 
team to find lost tug 

 Sections for this date 
Saturday, May 31, 2003

 

 

Copyright © 2003
The Detroit News.

Use of this site indicates your 
agreement to the Terms of 

Service (updated 12/19/2002). 

Select index

Resort owner charged with violating federal beach grooming laws - 05/31/03http://www.detnews.com/2003/metro/0305/31/metro...

Resort owner charged with violating federal beach grooming laws - 05/31/03 http://www.detnews.com/2003/metro/0305/31/metro...


